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In order to make the series more accessible to readers not fluent in German, the English section of Deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft), and where I became its first director.
With this step , the infrastructure for social science research in Germany seemed to be well in place, and its major institutions, though located at different places, not only thrived, but also systematically collaborated. One problem, though, existed from the beginning, and that was funding. For instance, the German Research Council had initially decided to fund ZUMA for just five years, but this turned out to be unrealistic, and DFG funding -a real challenge to the internal logic of the DFG -did continue for 13 years. Efforts by all of the empirically minded social science research community in Germany and abroad , crystallizing in a paper by Wolfgang Zapf, Scheuch and myself, finally managed in 1986 to find secure long-term funding by the national and Länder (regional) governments for the complete set of institutes under the label of of GESIS -Gesellschaft sozialwissenschaftlicher Infrastruktureinrichtungen (Organization of Social Science Research Institutes ). Of course, the three major institutes -ZA, IZ, and ZUMA -remained fairly independent in their three locations of Cologne, Bonn and Mannheim, in fact too independent in the eyes of the funder Leibniz-Gemeinschaft (Leibniz-Society), resulting in a recent major reorganization with one President and no longer three separate Directors.
The extremely difficult process, extending over more than forty years, of seeking funding and integration of the German social science infrastructure leads me finally back to why I think that not all who come late are indeed punished by life. In fact, as someone who has in many ways and for quite some time been involved in working as a reviewer for the social sciences in Switzerland, I strongly believe that with the establishment of FORS a major and important step has been taken not only to better support empirical social science in this country, but also to do this in an organizational framework which is ideally suited to serve this purpose. willing to support it and will -hopefully -be ready to continue doing so. What remains to be said for now by me for the FORS Scientific Board is that we wish FORS success and creative minds to play its designated role not only in Switzerland, but also beyond.
